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YOU'RE INVITED!

San  Diego Diplom acy Coun ci l  invites you and your guest(s)  to join 
our private delegat ion for a journey through Colombia's rich cultural 
heritage, complicated history,  and present  day realit ies. Our carefully 
curated cultural exchange program will go beyond tourist  corridors by 
engaging local scholars, publ i c of f i ci al s, en t repren eurs, m usician s 
an d ar t i st s of fering in-depth commentary on the Colombian way of 
li fe,  polit ical system,  art  history,  architecture, and religion. American 
percept ions of Colombia are too often skewed by a glamorizat ion of 
the country's  past  drug wars. You do not  want  to m iss this 
on ce- in - a- l i f et im e oppor t un i t y to join our exclusive educat ional 
journey through the heart  of  Colombia to see f irst  hand what  makes 
this country so complex and nothing less than magical.

Please Note: This program will be operated with your comfort and 
security in mind. Compliance with SDDC/ local rules and COVID- 19 
safety measures will be required. Priority will be given to outdoor 
activities and social distancing during the tour.

Note 2: This program will require high- intensity walking on 
uneven and sometimes hilly cobblestone streets and stairs where 
an elevator is not always available. Participants must be able to 
walk unassisted.

Airfare to/from Colombia  

Addit ional food, drinks or alcohol 
not included at group meals

Incidentals /  Individual hotel 
expenses (e.g., mini bar, room 
services, laundry fees)

Miscellaneous COVID-19 costs, 
test ing (if applicable)

Trip cancellat ion insurance

NOT INCLUDED

INCLUDED
Standard or Premium 4/5 Star 
Accommodations, as selected

Daily ground transportat ion

Daily breakfast and group meals 
at upscale and tradit ional 
restaurants  (including 
beverages/t ips)

Full-t ime tour leader, local 
guides and specialists

Lecture series with local experts, 
officials, academics and 
influencers

Admission to all museums / 
attract ions in program

All Airport  Transfers

Domestic Air (Bogota>Medellin; 
Medellin>Cartagena)

Travel Tips and Guidance

6  or 9 Night Program

Bogota & Medellin

Sept  29 - Oct  5, 2022

Extension to Cartagena

Oct 5 - 8, 2022

Prices start  at  $3200 per person

Please see Registrat ion Page for 
more information.

Program begins in Bogota (BOG) 
and ends in Medellin (MDE) (6 
night program) or Cartagena (CTG) 
(9 night program). Please plan Air 
Accordingly. 

TOUR COST/OPTIONS

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
Please see Registration Page for Early Bird Deadlines

www.cle-abroad.com/trip/sddc
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10/3
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY 
TOUR - COLOMBIA
SAN DIEGO DIPLOMACY COUNCIL

Upon arrival to El Dorado Internat ional Airport  (BOG), 
part icipants will be escorted to our hotel. Upon exit ing 
the term inal,  please look for a driver holding a sign 
with your respect ive name(s).

Af t ern oon  Check into the Hotel Sof i t el  Bogot a 
Vict or ia Regia. This f ive-star hotel is w ithin walking 
distance of many f ine restaurants,  bars,  shopping and 
entertainment in the t rendy northern end of Bogota 
known as Zon a T.

Prior to our evening?s act ivit ies,  you may choose to 
explore the surrounding area of Zona T,  relax at  the 
hotel or have a drink at  a nearby bar. 

5:00 PM   Meet & Greet  /  Orientat ion .

7:30 PM  Welcome Dinner and Live Music.  

Complimentary mini breakfast buffet and coffee served 
daily in our hotel, lobby level.

Today and tomorrow we are accompanied by resident 
journalist and Radio Show host, Richard McColl. As we 
traverse traffic in the large Bogota metropolis, Richard 
will address topics including the Peace Process, Free 
Speech, Journalism, Rule of Law, and the upcoming 
Congressional/Presidential Elections.

M orn in g 

We depart  our hotel for M on ser rat e,  Bogota?s best  
viewpoint . We climb over 10,000 feet  on the Funicular 
rai lway, enjoying an impressive view of Colombia?s 
vast  capital city.

9:30 AM   

We descend for a visit  to the Gold M useum  to learn 
about  South America?s indigenous, pre-Colombian 
t radit ions.

Next  we walk Bogota?s historical and colonial center,  
La Candelaria and Plaza Bolívar,  the hub of nat ional 
and citywide government. Here we see El  Capi t ol i o,  
the home of Colombia?s Congress, Edi f i ci o Liévan o,  
and Cat edral  l a Pr im ar ia,  Bogotá?s main cathedral,  as 
well the Palace of  Just i ce,  the home of Colombia?s 
Supreme Court . 

The Palace of Just ice building was famously seized by 
Marxist  gueri llas in 1985, regarded as one of the lowest  
points in Colombia?s long history of polit ical conf lict . A 
Special  Jur i sdi ct i on  f or  Peace was formed to process 
cases stemming from the conf lict ,  based on many of the 
lessons from South Africa?s Truth and Reconciliat ion 
process. 

We see La Plaza de Chorro de Quevedo,  the former 
lookout  post  and site of Bogota?s founding in 1538. 
Walking the cobblestone st reets of the colonial center,  
we see some of Bogota?s best  graf f i t i  ar t  and some may 
choose to taste the local Ch icha,  a t radit ional fermented 
corn beverage. Colombia?s st reet  art  is known 
world-wide and both in Bogota and Medellin we will learn 
more about  the thriving urban art  scene.

Finally,  we visit  the Ban co de la Republ i c complex and 
see the famous Bot ero ar t  col l ect i on ,  one of the most  
important  art  collect ions in all of  South America. This 
gallery houses the works of one of Colombia?s most  
famous art ists,  Fern an do Bot ero ,  along with select  
masterpieces from Dal i ,  Ren oi r ,  Chagal l  and Picasso.  
After a quick tour of the museum?s most  prominent  
collect ions, we proceed to lunch.

1:00 PM

Group Lunch in La M acaren a neighborhood. 

Af t ern oon

THE COLOM BIA PEACE PROCESS, 
TRANSPARENCY AND SOCIO- ECONOM IC JUSTICE 

This afternoon we visit  the off ices of Dejust i cia,  the 
preeminent  NGO and ?Think-Do Tank? in Colombia. 

Day 1 September 29, 2022

September 30, 2022Day 2

Itinerary subject to change and final confirmations. Program schedule 
will be adapted to enrolled participants and then- in- place safety 

measures. Special requests are encouraged.  



We meet with a Pan el  of  Dejust icia Directors and 
experts whose advocacy work in the areas of dat a 
pr i vacy an d t ran sparen cy, LGBT def en se, 
socio- econ om ic r i gh t s, and en vi ron m en t al  just i ce 
has received internat ional recognit ion. During our 
panel discussion, we learn more about  Dejust icia?s 
work within the context  of the Tran si t i on al  Just i ce 
movement and the current  status of the Colom bia 
peace accords. 

5:30 PM   Return to hotel,  remainder of evening free.

Dinner on you own.

 

8:00 AM   

U.S.- COLOM BIA RELATIONS: Diplom at i c 
Perspect i ves 

Arrive for our brief ing at  the U.S. Em bassy  in Bogota, 
the second largest  U.S. Embassy in the world. We will be 
request ing an off icial review of U.S.- Colom bia 
relat i on s,  and to bet ter understand our Embassy?s role 
in the ongoing peace process. 

After our visit  to the US Embassy, we depart  for the 
marvelous Sal t  Cat hedral  in Zipaquira. Approx. 40 
minute drive. A converted salt  m ine, underground church 
and pilgrimage site,  the Salt  Cathedral is considered one 
of the most  notable achievements of Colombian 
architecture. While a funct ioning church, i t  has no 
bishop and no off icial status as a Cathedral in 
Catholicism. 

1:00 PM
Depart  for Group lunch at  An dres DC de Ch ia

Optional Local  Spor t :  Tejo 

While futbol (soccer)  is the most  popular sport  in 
Colombia, residents of Bogota are fond of a t radit ional 
sport  known as Tejo. A port rait  of  pre-Columbian origins,  
Tejo consists of throwing a metal disc at  a board covered 
with clay set  at  a 45-degree angle. At  the center of the 
board is the t riangular target ,  typically combined with 
gunpowder to create a loud explosion on impact . This 
local past ime is customarily played while drinking beer,  
and some may f ind sim ilarit ies with the American lawn 
games horseshoes or cornhole. 

5:30 PM   Return to hotel. 

Dinner on your own.

M orn in g
Hotel check-out ,  t ransfer to airport

Group departs BOG for Medellin Approx. 40 minute 
flight time

From airport  en route to Medellín,  we visit  the 
highlands of San t a Elen a to learn about  the Silletero 
t radit ion and importance of orn am en t al  f l ow ers to 
the people of Colombia. 

1:00 PM   

We enjoy a group lunch on a family-owned f l ow er  
f arm , authent ic Antioquian style cuisine.

 After lunch, we drive through the Arvi  Nat ion al  Park  
and ecological nature preserve, before descending (via 
Cable Car )  to the city of Medellin. 

Medellín is known by many Americans as the former 
headquarters of drug baron Pablo Escobar . In recent  
years Medellín has t ransformed from one of the most  
dangerous cit ies in the world to a hub for digital 
nomads and an award-winning city for innovat ion in 
the New Colombia. 

Upon arrival to the city center we visit  Parque Ber r ío 
and Bot ero Park . At  Botero Park we see Botero?s 
famous statue garden before viewing the extensive 
hometown art ist?s collect ion in the M useo de 
An t ioquia.

Time perm it t ing, we enjoy a coffee break before 
heading to our hotel. 

4:00 PM   

Check-in at  Park  10  Hotel in the popular El  Poblado 
dist rict .  

Remainder of afternoon free. Optional stroll/ bar crawl to 
Parque Lleras. 

8:00 PM

Group dinner and full course tast ing menu at  Carm en , 
one of Colombia?s most  highly rated restaurants. This 
new age Colombian cuisine will not  disappoint . 

Day 3 October 1, 2022

Day 4 October 2, 2022



Breakfast is served daily in the lobby level.

M orn in g

Depart  for our Graf f i t i  Ar t  Tour  in Com un a 13, one of 
many hillside neighborhoods in Medellin impacted by 
the conf lict . Guided by a l ocal  st reet  ar t i st ,  we will 
learn how urban art  has helped this community heal 
f rom many years of harsh violence waged between 
rebels,  drug cartels and paramili tary groups.  After our 
walking tour,  we visit  Casa Kolacho community 
center for a Hip Hop and graf f i t i  dem on st rat i on .

11:30 AM

Visit  the Museo Casa de la Memoria,  dedicated to the 
vict ims of the Colombian conf lict . 

1:00 PM  

Lunch and Lecture at  the creat ive social project ,  Via 
Cocina (Food Train) . 

COM M UNITY DEVELOPM ENT & INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION IN COLOM BIA

Canadian Br ian  John st on  started Via Cocina w ith the 
vision of int roducing healthy and diverse foods to 
Colombians. Brian?s home and project  kitchen has 
offered the Medellin community the chance to learn 
new cooking styles through weekly workshops and 
events. Consequent ly,  many of Brian?s 
student-part icipants are opening their own cafes and 
restaurants.

Over lunch, Brian will detail his community 
development and non-prof it  background, share his 
personal st ruggles and accomplishments in becoming 
a l egal  residen t  and set t ing up a social enterprise in 
Colombia. 

After lunch, we return to El Poblado for a Coffee Chat  
with Young Colombian Entrepreneurs.

4:00 PM

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN COLOM BIA

Over coffee and refreshments,  we enjoy conversat ion 
with young Colombian entrepreneurs sharing their 
experiences with Colombia?s educat ion  syst em , real  
est at e, busin ess, en vi ron m en t al  sust ain abi l i t y in 
the context  of Medellin?s internat ional,  fast  growing 
and innovat ive economy.

Even in g Return to hotel. Dinner on your own. 

Coffee Excursion. 

Today we make a day t rip outside of Medellin to visit  a 
local coffee farm and hacienda to learn about  coffee 
product ion in Colombia from a family living and 
breathing coffee for over 4 generat ions.  

M orn in g 

Hotel check-out ,  depart  for airport .

Depart  MDE for Cartagena approx. 1 hour, 5 minutes 
flight time.

Arrive Rafael Nunez Internat ional Airport  (CTG). From 
the airport  we drop our bags at  our hotel and depart  for 
lunch nearby.

Af t ern oon

Cartagena welcome lunch at  Juan  del  M ar .  

After lunch, check-in to Hot el  Sof i t el  Legen d San t a 
Clara Car t agen a. Located on the Plaza de San Diego,  
this former Santa Convento de Santa Clara was the 
inspirat ion for Garcia Marquez's beguiling 1995 
novella,  Of Love & Other Demons.  The hotel of fers a 
variety of spa services in an elegant  and t ranquil 
set t ing, along with the largest  pool in the historic 
center. 

4:00 PM

 After check-in and a brief  rest ,  depart  for Walk in g 
Tour  of Cartagena?s colonial center. 

During the walk our guide will highlight  some key 
locat ions featured in the works of the Colombian 
author Gabr iel  Garciá M árquez or " Gabo"  as he is 
affect ionately known .

See the Teat ro Heredia on Plaza de la M erced 
located 3 blocks west  of the hotel.

On to the Plaza Fern án dez de M adr id. The author  
recast  this square as The Park of Evangels in Love in 
the Time of Cholera. We also see the Palacio de la 
Gobern acíon  that  served as the Arcade of Scribes in 
Love in the Time of Cholera. 

Day 5

Day 7   

Day 6 October 4, 2022
October 3, 2022

October 5, 2022



Cont inue to the Plaza de San t o Dom in go where the 
cathedral's warped tower played a key part  in the 
author's 'magical realism '. In 1948, Gabo arrived 
Cartagena penniless and spent  his f irst  night  sleeping 
on a bench in the Plaza de Bol ívar . See Plaza de la 
Aduan a that  was the set t ing for the gypsy fair in the 
opening of One Hundred Years of Solitude.

The walking tour ends at  the Cam el lón  de los 
M ár t i res and the Tor re de Reloj  (clock tower)  built  in 
1888 atop what  was once the main entrance to the city 
or Boca del Puente. 

6:00 PM

Time perm it t ing, Sunset  Cocktail at  Caf é del  M ar  
before returning to hotel. 

8:00 PM

Group Dinner at  Rest auran t e In t ern o,  a dining hall 
situated inside a local prison and staffed almost  
exclusively with f em ale i n m at es. Inside we will enjoy 
high quality,  locally sourced cuisine while support ing 
the families of these prison inmates. This popular 
restaurant  has inspired some female inmates to pursue 
culinary professions after release. 

Breakfast is served daily in the lobby level

M orn in g

Fort ress Tour of Cast i l l o de San  Fel ípe de Barajas. 
Built  in 1536 atop the Hill of  San Lázaro,  the fort ress is 
well-preserved with beaut iful views of the city and 
coast line. 

10:00 AM

WOM EN?S RIGHTS IN COLOM BIA  

Lect ure and Discussion  w ith Pat r i cia Guer rero,  
founder of La Liga de Mujeres Desplazadas (League of 
Displaced Women) which advocates for the rights of 
internally displaced Afro-Colombian and indigenous 
women and children. La Liga has worked to document 
and prosecute count less cases of violence against  
women and forced displacement in Cartagena, 
including lawsuits f i led with the Inter-American 
Commission of Human Rights. 

Ms. Guerrero was  awarded the prest igious 
In t ern at ion al  Hum an  Righ t s Aw ard  in 2017 for her 
dedicat ion to the advancement of human rights in 
Colombia. This lecture will take place at Folklore Café.

11:00 AM  

We see the In quisi t i on  Palace Car t agen a H ist or i cal  
M useum . 

Group Lunch. Remainder of afternoon/ evening free. 

On our last full day, please take as much free time as 
desired for shopping, R&R, or independent sightseeing 
and people watching. Optional activities include visit to 
one of Cartagena?s most  prist ine beaches, Ben di t a 
Beach . 

Lunch on your own. 

3:00 PM  

Walking tour of the Get sem an i  bohemian arts 
neighborhood. Once an area of Cartagena avoided by 
tourists and locals alike, here we see st reet  art ,  eclect ic 
galleries,  and discover why Cartagena is becoming 
such a cultural hot  spot .

5:00 PM   

Aguardiente and Colombian Rum  t ast i n g at  Bar  
Arsen al  w ith local rum expert ,  Abraham  Dau .

Following the rum tast ing, we return to hotel.

8:00 PM

Group Farewell Dinner at  Can dé. Cocina 100% 
Cartagenera.

Optional morning activities depending on departure 
time.

Airport Transfer for departures. 

Participants may elect to extend their stay in Colombia  
after the trip -  please let CLE Abroad know if you need  
any additional nights at our hotels (group rates extended 
at cost). 

Day 9 October 7, 2022

Day 10 October 8, 2022

Day 8 October 6, 2022



See Registration Page for More Info

www.cle-abroad.com/trip/sddc

https://www.cle-abroad.com/naela-portugal
https://www.cle-abroad.com/naela-portugal

	SDDC Colombia Brochure Fall 2022 DRAFT
	Cover
	Sidebar and 2 Column 1
	Sidebar and 2 Column 1
	3 Column
	3 Column
	Photo Background 2
	Photo Background 2
	Page 8


